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Program History
2003 International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)

http://www.arcticportal.org/iasc/

Arctic Ocean Sciences Board (AOSB)
http://www.aosb.org/

2004 Interim Science Planning Group (ISPG) formed.

2005 ISPG publishes  ISAC Science Overview Document (SOD).
http://arcticportal.org/iasc/science-development/isac



Program History

2006 ISAC endorsed as an IPY project.

2006 ISAC Science Steering Group formed and Council members invited.

2007 ISAC Executive Director hired.
International Program Office activities begin in October

2008 Executive Summary of Science Plan and Implementation Strategy
released (http://www.aosb.org)

SSG Chair : Michael Tjernström, Stockholm U, SE
SSG Advisor: Leif Anderson, U Gothenberg, SE
SSG Members: Georgy Cherkashov, VNII Okeangeologia, St.Petersburg (Russie)

Bruce Forbes, U Lapland, FI
Jean Claude Gascard, U Pierre et Marie Curie, FR
Christian Haas, U Alberta, CA
Gus Shaver, Woods Hole, USA
Peter Schlosser, Columbia U, USA
John Walsh, U Alaska Fairbanks, USA

Executive Director: Maribeth Murray, Swedish Polar Research Secretariat, SE



Program Implementation

• Strategic vision for integrating diverse areas and
constituents and providing focused research on arctic change.

• Science and implementation plan that identifies the
means best suited for addressing ISAC scientific hypotheses

• Development of partnerships among the Arctic
Environmental Change research community



International Project Office
• Foster community of researchers & programs united in efforts to

remove obstacles to observing, understanding, and responding to
Arctic Change.

• Provide a forum for discussion of scientific standards/norms, sharing
of information.

• Develop links to similar programs.

• Coordinate existing & emerging national & international ISAC projects.

• Inform other arctic programs of ISAC scientific progress.

• Ensure appropriate data dissemination.

• Provide information to scientists, arctic residents, the
public and decision makers

• Build & maintain a catalogue of ISAC projects to
guide the program.

www.arcticchange.org

 



International Planning Activities
and Partnerships

• First IPY Workshop on Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks
(SAON), Stockholm, 12-14 Nov 2007.

• Second IPY Workshop on Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks,
Edmonton, 9-11 April 2008.

• Third IPY Workshop on Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks,
Helsinki, 15-17 October 2008.

• Arctic Change 2008, Quebec City 9-12 December, 2008.

• Responding to Change Workshop, TBD 2009. In partnership
with SEARCH.

• State of the Arctic Meeting, 2010 (joint sponsorship with
DAMOCLES and SEARCH and others).



Contact Information

Maribeth S. Murray
Executive Director
International Study of Arctic Change
c/o Swedish Polar Research Secretariat
PO 50003, 10405 Stockholm,SE
ffmsm@uaf.edu
maribeth.murray@polar.se


